SAMUEL A. BARNETT stands preeminent as a shaper of new
forms and habits in the ordinary round of human Intercourse, He made ways of service interesting and commanding that had seemed dull and even repellent. Working with ingenuity and comprehensiveness as of the statesman of a new order to establish a proper physical and economic basis for the common life, lie strove yet more for that rising of the spirit in every man apart from which none can either get or keep his larger birthright of freedom and. power. With a feeling like that of the Renaissance for all the good fruits of knowledge and beauty, he placed that highest valuation upon them of Insistence that they could and should be made the possession of the whole people.
He set out to sec; specifically that these gifts should be provided in just measure to a given community made up of the humblest. He summoned to his help as citizens in it a succession of the most select young spirits of Oxford and Cambridge. A widely varied, quite unexampled, yet thoroughly consistent system of assistance, instruction, leadership in mutual aid, and, above all, unaffected fellowship across all dividing; lines, came step by step into being. The result was the one distinctly new social institution that was developed in an era prolific of discovery In physical and mechanical science.
Important as Canon Barnett's work was toward bringing vital spiritual coherence to the oldest, and ripest of the democracies having only the cleavages which can exist in a homogeneous people, it has furnished still deeper suggestions for a country which is In process of being haltingly fashioned together